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N.Y. Music Academy Raises Overall Student Test Scores,
By  Ann Kellan, September 8, 2003

REPORTER ANNE KELLAN (on camera):  Well, it is that time of year again when kids across the country head back to school. And there may be a new way to get a leg up on the competition to possibly score higher on tests and get better grades. 

(BEGIN SEGMENT)

REPORTER ANNE KELLAN (voice-over): Most of these kids did not play an instrument before attending KIPP Academy, a public school in the Bronx.

KIPP ACADEMY CO-FOUNDER DAVE LEVIN (on-camera and a Yale Graduate): We accept all of our kids by lottery without regards to their prior academics. Everyone has to learn how to read music and play an instrument before they leave in eighth grade.

REPORTER ANNE KELLAN (on camera): So these are seventh and eighth graders?

KIPP ACADEMY CO-FOUNDER DAVE LEVIN (voice over): Twelve, 13 and 14-year-olds.

REPORTER ANNE KELLAN:  (voice-over): David Levin agrees with the results of a study from the Chinese University of Hong Kong that learning music increases a kid's vocabulary and memory skills. The proof, he says, is in KIPP Academy's test scores.

KIPP ACADEMY CO-FOUNDER DAVE LEVIN (on-camera): KIPP is the highest performing public middle school in the Bronx for the last six years.

REPORTER ANNE KELLAN (voice over): Some say learning music exercises parts of the brain used to learn other subjects. Kids see other benefits.

REPORTER ANNE KELLAN (on camera): How many of you, let me get a show of hands, actually think you're smarter than other kids because you play music?

KIPP ACADEMY STUDENT (one camera): What makes us smarter is that music helps us like focus more because we do it a lot.

KIPP ACADEMY STUDENT (on camera): We have to practice really hard, and we learn how to work together.

KIPP ACADEMY STUDENT (on camera): We have discipline, and most kids don't have discipline, because you need discipline to play instruments like this.

KIPP ACADEMY STUDENT (on camera): It helps us in learning because we're happy also because we play music, and it's kind of like a way to express ourselves.

REPORTER ANNE KELLAN (voice over): While scientists can't say for sure, the Chinese University study results were dramatic. Kids that learned music scored 20 percent higher on vocabulary tests and remembered those words longer than kids that didn't tap their feet to the beat or read a note.
 

