YALE CLASS OF 1957

SPAIN

SEPTEMBER 19 - OCTOBER 5, 2007

ITINERARY

September 19

DEPART USA FOR MADRID, SPAIN  

Wednesday 

International flight to Madrid from the USA

September 20

MADRID
Thursday 


Welcome to Madrid! This afternoon, take a tour of the Palacio Real.  Highlights include the Reception Room, the State Apartments, the Armory, and the Royal Pharmacy.  Tonight, enjoy a special welcome cocktail reception and dinner with your fellow travelers.  Gran Hotel Canarias  (D)

September 21

MADRID 

Friday


Madrid was founded in 1561 and has since served as Spain’s geographic and spiritual heart.  During a locally guided tour of Madrid’s historic center, see the Puerta del Sol and Plaza Mayor, the city’s main public area since the 17th century.  Then take a guided tour of the Prado Museum, a world-renowned museum that opened in 1819. Especially outstanding are the works of the Spanish masters, including Velazquez, Murillo, Ribera, El Greco and Goya.  Tonight, enjoy dinner at a local restaurant.  (B, L, D)

September 22

MADRID - TOLEDO - ARANJUEZ - MADRID 

Saturday


Today, travel to Toledo, the capital of medieval Spain until 1560.  Discover a city of many cultures, including Roman, Visigoth, Moorish, Jewish, and Christian.  A comprehensive tour highlights the magnificent Gothic cathedral and the 13th century synagogue of El Transit, a testament to Toledo’s Jewish heritage.  Also, stop at the home of the famous artist El Greco and in the Church of Santo Tome to view El Greco’s masterpiece painting, The Burial of Count Orgaz.  This afternoon, arrive in Aranjuez to tour the impressive 18th century Royal Palace.   (B, L, D)

September 23

MADRID - SEGOVIA - EL ESCORIAL - MADRID
Sunday


This morning, travel to Segovia to visit the former palace, Alcazar.  Visit El Escorial and enjoy a tour including the monastery, church, and the palace complex built by Philip II. A vaulted library contains a priceless collection of more than 60,000 ancient books.  The monastery itself houses a wealth of paintings and tapestries and the mausoleum beneath the church's alter serves as a burial place for Spanish kings.  Then make a stop at the gigantic civil war memorial, the Valle de los Caidos (Valley of the Fallen), built by General Franco.  Known as a monument to Franco’s victory in the Civil War, it was constructed with the forced labor of prisoners of war.  (B, L, D)  

September 24

MADRID 
Monday


Begin your day with a visit to the Reina Sofia National Museum, one of the most important contemporary art museums in the world, that houses Picasso´s "Guernica."  You will have the remainder of the day at your leisure to explore on your own or just relax and sip sangria at one of the numerous cafes in the famous Plaza Mayor.  (B)
September 25

MADRID - AVILA - SALAMANCA 

Tuesday


This morning, visit the city of Avila, one of the best-preserved medieval walled towns in the world.  It is the birthplace of Spanish mysticism as well as Saint Teresa.  You will enjoy a walking tour of the city including its Gothic cathedral, one of the oldest in Spain, and the Convent of Saint Teresa.  Then travel on to Salamanca where you will enjoy a walking tour including Plaza Mayor, the Romanesque San Martín Church, Salamanca's oldest church, the Pontifical University, Cathedral Nueva, and Cathedral Vieja.  NH Palacio De Castellanos  (B, L, D)

September 26

SALAMANCA - MADRID 

Wednesday


Have some time this morning to explore Salamanca on your own before returning to Madrid.  After lunch, enjoy leisure time to do as you please.  Perhaps you will visit the Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum that houses over 700 European and American paintings from the 13th through the 20th centuries or, if you did not have the opportunity before, visit the Palacio Real.  Gran Hotel Canarias  (B, L, D)

September 27

MADRID - CORDOBA - SEVILLE 

Thursday


Today, board a high-speed train and travel to the extraordinary Moorish city of Cordoba.  Embark on a walking tour of the Mezquita, a magnificent mosque built by the Moors in the 8th century, which was converted into the city’s cathedral in the 16th century.  The mosque is an architectural marvel, with double-tiered arches supported by 850 pillars of marble, alabaster, and stone.  Continue your exploration of Cordoba in the city's historic old Jewish Quarter. Later, transfer to Seville by train, considered Spain’s “cultural capital.”  Hotel Melia Sevilla  (B, L, D)

September 28

SEVILLE 
Friday


Today, you will see Columbus’ tomb, the ornate cathedral, and Giralda Bell Tower.  Enjoy a walking tour of the quaint old Santa Cruz Quarter, Plaza D’Espana and the beautiful Maria Luisa Park.  A local flamenco dancer joins you for a typical “tapas lunch" where you learn about the history, culture and artistry of flamenco.  This evening, take your reserved seats for an authentic flamenco show featuring Seville's top performers.  (B, L, D)

September 29

SEVILLE - GRANADA
Saturday


Travel to Granada, the last great capital of the Moors in Spain before it fell to the Catholic monarchs in 1492.  Join a local expert for a tour of the world-famous Alhambra, an immense hilltop palace complex.  Also, tour the Generalife, meaning “garden of the architect,” where the grounds are beautifully designed with waterfalls, walkways, courtyards and smaller secret gardens.  Hotel Melia Granada  (B, L, D)

September 30

GRANADA - BARCELONA
Sunday

This morning, visit El Albaicín, the old Moorish quarter of the city located on a hill facing the Alhambra.  Then visit the cathedral including the Royal Chapel that houses the tomb of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella.  Later, board a flight to Barcelona, Catalonia's capital, and one of the most vibrant and lively cities in Spain!  Hotel Condes de Barcelona   (B, D)

October 1


BARCELONA
Monday


Get an in-depth look at Barcelona when your locally guided tour showcases Las Ramblas Boulevard, the most famous in Barcelona, dotted with bird and flower stalls.  Also, see Columbus Monument, Parc Montjuic, Antonio Gaudi’s “La Sagrada Familia,” Parc Guell and Casa Mila.  This afternoon, learn about the formative years of Pablo Ruiz Picasso with a visit to the Picasso Museum.  (B, L, D)

October 2 


BARCELONA - FIGUERES - GIRONA - BARCELONA
Tuesday


Travel north along the beautiful Mediterranean coast to the small city of Figueres, the birthplace of legendary Spanish artist Salvador Dalí.  Figueres' main attraction is the whimsical Dalí Theater-Museum, which is itself a work of art.  Enjoy a panoramic tour of Figueres before traveling through the Catalán wine region to the walled city of Girona.  Nestled in the foothills of the Pyrenees, on the banks of the Onyar River, Girona is celebrated for its medieval Old City and peaceful natural surroundings.  Later, return to Barcelona.  (B, L, D)

October 3


BARCELONA
Wednesday


Revel in Barcelona's modernist architecture as you stroll through the Golden Square district.  During your walking tour, appreciate the immense imaginations of Catalan architects, Gaudí, Montaner, and Cadafalch, who designed buildings to accommodate the expanding city.  A highlight is Gaudí's La Pedrera, which has no straight lines or sharp corners.  (B, L)

October 4


BARCELONA
Thursday


Your entire day is at leisure to explore colorful Barcelona on your own.  Or, perhaps you will choose to take part in an optional tour (at additional cost) to the quaint mountain village of Montserrat. Gather this evening for a farewell cocktail reception and dinner celebrating the end of a lovely trip to Spain.  (B, D)

October 5


BARCELONA - MADRID - USA
Friday


After breakfast, transfer to the Barcelona airport for your flight to the USA via Madrid. (B)




EXTENSION TO NORTHERN SPAIN BEGINS 

